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VALE
Anne Cecilia Kramar 1949 -2021
Cecilia, Cec or Aunty Cel, as she was variously know, grew up 
initially in Glebe, moving with her family to Earlwood in 1958.  
Growing up in an extended Italian family there were many 
Nonnas, Aunties, Uncles and Cousins to share family events with.  
After working in childcare for a number of years Cecilia decided to 
pursue a career in Teaching, completing her studies at The Good 
Samaritan Teachers College.  Unfortunately, she was unable to 
take up a classroom position due to her hearing loss, returning to 
her previous preschool work, which she loved.  

Cecilia was an inveterate traveller, travelling with friends and then 
in later years with her husband Jon, both locally and overseas.  
Paris was one of her favourite cities.  Cecilia had known Jon for 
a number of years before romance blossomed and they married 
in 2004.

Cecilia received her Cochlear Implant in 2011.   This made a tremendous difference to her life and when mobile phones became more 
common, with so many more ways to communicate, staying in touch with friends and family became a breeze.  Following her implant 
Cecilia became a regular at Cicada morning teas.  In 2014 she joined the Cicada committee. With her outgoing, sunny disposition she 
welcomed newcomers to Cicada events making them feel at home.   She was easy to spot with her bright purple hair and infectious 
laugh.

Cecilia and Jon welcome attendees at a recent Cicada AGM
Cecilia will be sadly missed.  We extend our sincere 
sympathy to Jon, the family and friends of Cecilia
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Presidents Report
Warm greetings to all our members. 

Sydney CICADA group was pleased to start up our morning tea gatherings again in 
May. There was a genuine air of pleasure to be gathering again at Gladesville and nice 
camaraderie among those who attended.

Sue, Max Houterman and Ann Small

We miss our dear committee member Cecilia Kramar who passed away in March. Cecilia 
was always a bright and welcoming helper at our gatherings. 

COVID-19 has certainly shaken up our communities this past year and a bit and I hope 
your lives are returning more to normal ….. whatever “normal” is!

When I think about that, it’s a funny saying really, because nothing is ever the same as 
before, change is the constant in our lives and it compels us to see (or hear!) and think 
from a different perspective.

Hearing loss can be devastating for those who had “normal” hearing and in so many 
ways, we want our old life back. Hanging onto our old ideas of what is normal doesn’t 
always serve us and really, we have to create a new life, in that sense.

Hearing with cochlear implants might not be the same as the hearing we remember, but 
it is amazing what your brain can do with 22 or so frequencies of sound to interpret the 
world around you. We all have good days and some bad days but most implant recipients 
would agree that deciding to go ahead with an implant was the best decision and it helps 
them connect with people in their world.

Thinking again about change. It’s time for CICADA to expand the way we communicate 
with CI recipients if we want to spread the word to others who find themselves in need of 
support. Surprisingly, there is still a lot of misinformation or lack of understanding about 
CI’s and even the referral pathway from GP to CI assessment seems to be convoluted for 
someone who has severe/profound hearing loss. 

CICADA’s mission has always been PEER SUPPORT and primarily to facilitate social 
gatherings, to establish a more personal connection between recipients and/or those 
who are considering an implant, for support and reassurance. This demands a certain 
commitment from members who organise these gatherings and we need more recipient 
volunteers in regional areas to provide this sort of support. 

There are many recipients sharing their stories across a variety of mediums, acting as 
“peer advisors” and social media can be a very effective way to share this information. 
CICADA AUSTRALIA Inc. is in the process of developing a better Group Facebook page 
which we hope you will use to share experiences and perhaps arrange your own social 
gatherings in areas that need more CI support. This could be small meet ups in your local 
area to establish a network of new friends who can help each other and provide peer 
support to those who are seeking a cochlear implant. In this way we can have a wider 
National reach and involve all the state support groups to help us continue our work.

At the same time, we hope to build a more comprehensive database of members and 
better utilise our Cicada website to communicate quickly and effectively with you. If 



you haven’t provided us with an email 
address and/or mobile number previously, 
we would appreciate that you send us 
updated contact details if you would like 
to receive our communications and help 
us build a better network to help others.

Please email info@cicada.org.au to advise 
your current email address, mobile 
number and address so we have all your 
information correct.

International 
Cochlear Implant 
Day 2021
This year on 25th February was our day 
to celebrate cochlear implants across the 
globe. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, no 
large social gatherings were planned in 
advance yet there were plenty of social 
media posts for organisations involved in 
CI support.

*A new International Alliance, the CI 
International Community of Action 
(CIICA) Launched on 25th February and 
this group brings together CI user and 
advocacy groups from across the world 
(see some of their news in this edition of 
BUZZ) and have a look at their website 
info@ciicanet.org

*First Australian actor with a CI, Nathan 
Borg, was interviewed on Channel 10. 
Nathan made his debut on Neighbours 
earlier this year.

*Weekend Sunrise interviewed Professor 
Graeme Clark via ZOOM online, about 
his new book (as mentioned in this issue) 
which was launched on International 
CI Day. Sue Walters as the first Sydney 
recipient in 1984 was invited to participate 
in the TV interview, also via ZOOM.

*2021 marks the 40th anniversary 
since the first commercial Cochlear 
Implant  was released in Australia and 
Cochlear launched a series of recipient 
stories on social media “40 years of  
stories, inspired by you”.

Barbara and Norm Showell, Stuart Laidlaw 
and Sue Walters

I was disappointed that there could be 
no large event organised to celebrate ICI 
Day and posted a last minute event on 
Facebook and CICADA website inviting 
recipients to gather just to “Meet and 
Greet” in a COVID-safe fashion at 
sunrise on Thursday 25th February on the 
forecourt of the Sydney Opera House.

Helen Pitcher put out a similar invitation 
for a gathering at the Rotunda at Machattie 
Park at 4pm in Bathurst! Unfortunately 
it rained in Bathurst, but full points for 
trying Helen!!

I’m grateful to those who came along 
and we were surprised when Channel 7 
Melbourne and Channel 10 Sydney sent 
camera men to interview us and we were 
on air that night on the news!!

Sue being interviewed

It was a beautiful sunrise and a lovely 
place to be on our special day.
Many thanks to John Couani, Liliana 
Soesanto, Stuart Laidlaw, the Choi 
family and to Norm Showell and his wife 
Barbara who came up on the train from 
Wollongong!

Hoping that next year we will be able to 
organise something like this with more 
notice. Please let me know if you would 
like to do something like this in your town 
and we can post it on Facebook and the 
website calendar. The day is February 25th 
every year.

The Cjoi Family

World Hearing Day 
3rd March 2021
Australian Hearing Hub and Macquarie 
University, with support from the Hearing 
Health Sector Alliance held a small but 
welcome event to celebrate the launch of 
the first ever World Health Organisation  
(WHO)World Report on Hearing. 

Professor Catherine McMahon, Director 
of Macquarie University HEAR Centre, 
the MC for this event was instrumental in 
the development of this landmark report 
which will help guide governments and all 
involved in provision of hearing services to 
address the societal challenge of the rise 
in hearing loss worldwide.

From left: Hon Dr Fiona Martin MP, David Brady, 
Prof Bamini Gopinath, Hon Matt Thistlethwaite 
MP, Brett Lee Prof Catherine McMahon, Hon Trent 
Zimmerman MP, Ann Porter (Aussie Deaf Kids), 
David McAlpine, Sue Walters

This report will help to encourage 
governments to invest in education around 
industrial/environmental noise and 
intervention to provide more affordable 
hearing devices and services to children 
and adults to improve their quality of life 
and employment opportunities.

A number of distinguished guests including 
cricketer Brett Lee, Associate Professor 
Kelvin Kong ENT surgeon, spoke about the 
importance of the recognition of hearing 
loss as a major health priority. You can 
watch the presentations on  YouTube from 
this link:

https://hearinghub.edu.au/education-an-
experience/resources/australian-launch-
world-report-on-hearing-3-march-2/

MORNING TEAS
Held on the first Thursday of the month 
at Gladesville from 10.30am.

5th  August  2nd  September  
7th  October

BBQs and Guest Speaker/s
Sundays at Gladesville from 11am to 
3pm
 
26th September  AGM

CICADA Australia 
Inc.

Morning Teas
It was with great anticipation that CICADA 
committee members prepared for the 
return of the CICADA morning tea in 
May, the first since March of 2020.  With 
an excellent turnout, despite the wet 



weather, it demonstrated the need for this 
type of get together.  There were a number 
of familiar faces, but also new faces.  
People who had just had an implant or 
thinking about it, keen to talk to long time 
implantees about their experiences. The 
morning tea provides a great opportunity 
for the exchange of information.

The June morning tea was equally well 
attended, again despite the weather.  We 
are fortunate that we are able to make 
use of the NextSense (formerly SCIC) 
conference room, when bad weather 
drives us indoors.  To those you have not 
been to one of our morning teas, they are 
usually held out on the lawn, surrounded 
by the lovely old sandstone buildings at 
Gladesville.

BOOKS
Professor Graeme Clark Memoirs
The Graeme Clark Foundation has 
released a book “I Want To Fix Ears”, the 
memoirs of Professor Graeme Clark’s life 
and work on the development of the first 
multi-channel implant. Professor Clark 
recently celebrated his 85th birthday and 
continues his work at the Graeme Clark 
Institute for Biomedical Engineering at 
Melbourne University where he advises on 
new research ideas.

His book can be purchased on Amazon:

www.amazon.com.au/dp/0645067105

Roy and Elaine Smith with Jenny Webster

AGM / BBQ / Guest 
Speaker
We have only programmed one Sunday 
BBQ/Guest Speaker this year for Sunday 
26th September.  This will also be our AGM.   
Dr Halit Sanli will be out guest speaker.  He 
joined the SCIC (as it was then) program 
in 1989 as an electronic engineer. He’s still 
working, even though retired doing intra-
op testing.  More details will be available 
via flyer prior to the day.  

Sue Pilkington and Torben Albaek

Halit

Save this date.  26th September.

Biography of Prof Gibson
The biography “Bill Gibson: pioneering 
bionic ear surgeon” published in 2017, 
was commissioned by CICADA and 
written by Tina Allen.  It charts Prof 
Gibson’s involvement from the early days 
of the CI development to the present.  
He challenged the status quo, saw 
opportunities, took them and created new 
ones, gathering a team of amazing people 
to work with him and establish the NSW 
CI program as a world leader. 

CICADA still has copies available for sale 
at $30 plus, if postage is required, an 
$8.00 handling fee = $38.  Books area also 
available for sale at CICADA functions. 

TO ORDER
Option A: Fill in the details below, save or 
scan the completed form and 
email to jcassell6@bigpond.com

Option B: Fill out and POST the following details to:

Cicada Australia Inc, PO Box 5028, South Turramurra, NSW 2074

Your name   

Email 

Postal address 

Phone number 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

1. Payment by cheque: Made out to CICADA AUSTRALIA INC., with your name and   
    postcode on the back, post as above. 

2. Payment by EFT: 
    Account Name: Cicada Australia Inc. 
    BSB: 012-349
    Account No: 4993 35992 
    Payment Reference – Give your surname.



Cochlear 
Announcement: 
Ravin Nand, Associate 
General Manager, ANZ
Cochlear are very pleased to announce the 
appointment of Ravin Nand to the role 
of Associate General Manager, ANZ, 
effective 1 March 2021.
 
Ravin has worked for Cochlear for over 
15 years in various senior leadership roles 
across Asia Pacific - India, South East Asia 
& Australia. 
 
Having worked in the Australia/NZ 
business for the last 3 years, he has a 
thorough understanding of our priorities, 
building strong relationships with many of 
you. He remains very motivated to nurture 
strong partnerships in working towards 
our mutual goals.

News from NextSense 
….the RIDBC/SCIC Rebrand
Over the years, we’ve grown to provide 
more, and different services to people 
throughout Australia.
That’s why we needed to unify our group 
of services under a single name and 
brand—whilst keeping hold of the rich 
history and legacy of our last 160 years. 
Our new name, NextSense, will help to 
achieve this as we continue supporting 
people who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind 
or have low vision.
We deliver Australia’s most comprehensive 
cochlear implant program, giving you 
access to leading surgeons, an expert 
team of health professionals, and the 
latest technologies, with no out-of-pocket 
expenses.

As RIDBC grew and expanded to support 
people of all ages, our name didn’t tell the 
full story anymore. We needed a name 
that could take us into the next 160 years. 
So, RIDBC and all its services, including 
SCIC,  have become NextSense—to better 
reflect the organisation we are today and 
the organisation we’ll be in the future.

Why NextSense? 

Next signals our ongoing commitment 
to innovation at every level of service. 
We're here to break down barriers, and 
work with our clients and their families 
to achieve whatever they want to…..
And Sense embraces not only both 

hearing and vision, but the intelligence, 
empathy and understanding it takes to 
enhance the future.
So, the name might be new, but NextSense 
represents everything we've always been. 
NextSense speaks to the people we 
support, the dedicated members of our 
team, our valued partners and supporters, 
the community, and our commitment to 
innovation, and our future-focus.

Hearing Services Program 
Review
CICADA, among other service 
organisations, has endorsed a Joint 
Position Statement on the Hearing 
Services Program Review, which was 
presented to Government in March. This 
follows on from CICADA’s letter-writing 
campaign in 2019 appealing to Ministers 
to consider providing upgrade sound 
processors to seniors (over 65) who are 
eligible for Hearing Australia Services.

This submission is being considered by 
the expert panel and a final report is due 
around July.

News from the 
CI International 
Community of 
Action (CIICA) 
EURO-CIU welcomes new 
Apple Memoji depicting a 
Cochlear Implant user
Apple has announced the new memoji’s 
will be on additional features coming later 
this year to better represent users with 
oxygen tubes, cochlear implants, and a 
soft helmet for headwear. EURO-CIU has 
welcomed the move which the group has 
lobbied for since 2018. 

The initiative was part of a wider 
announcement by Apple including 
the launch of a new service, called 
SignTime which enables customers to 
communicate with AppleCare and Retail 
Customer Care by using American Sign 
Language (ASL) in the US, British Sign 
Language (BSL) in the UK, or French Sign 
Language (LSF) in France, in their web 
browsers.

New Zealand doubles the number of 
people to benefit from Cochlear Implants 
following successful campaign

Lee Schoushkoff, the Northern Cochlear 

QUILT RAFFLE
CICADA Member, Hilda Kriletic, has 
donated a beautifully handcrafted quilt.

It measures 215 x 215 cm and is pictured 
here on a standard double bed. (See 
picture)

Seeing as we were not able to get together 
this year or provide our usual annual raffle, 
CICADA would like to raffle this quilt by 
asking $10 per ticket.

If you would like to participate, kindly 
send your payment via EFT to the CICADA 
account:

CICADA AUSTRALIA Inc
ANZ Mona Vale
BSB: 012 349
Account number: 499335992
Reference: (Your Name) Raffle

Please email Judy, our Secretary on 
jcassell6@bigpond.com when you have 
made your payment and you will be 
allocated ticket numbers OR alternatively 
make contact via snail mail - Secretary: 
Judy Cassell, PO Box 5025, South 
Turramurra NSW 2074

The raffle was originally going to be 
drawn at our March morning tea, which 
did not eventuate and we have extended 
the draw date to our AGM, planned for 
26th October.  Thank you to those who 
have already supported us in purchasing 
tickets.  Be in it to win it!

Implant Programme chief executive and 
CIICA steering group member welcomed 
new funding announced by the Health 
Minister, Andrew Little. The number 
of adults getting cochlear implants for 
hearing loss will almost double, thanks to 
a big funding boost announced as part of 
Budget 2021.



Cicada noise 
familiar to those 
with tinnitus 
May 2012 Reader Commentary, The 
Baltimore Sun

I love cicadas. As a former beekeeper, I 
appreciate their red eyes, their wings, 
their patience, and their familiar sound. 
Their song is familiar to me because I have 
tinnitus. Often described as a ringing in 
the ears, it can manifest itself with other 
sounds as well. Some people experience 
shrieking, buzzing, humming, electric 
wire sounds or clicking noises. It can vary 
from very loud to barely noticeable, all in 
the same day. According to the National 
Centre of Health Statistics studies, an 
estimated 32% of people living in the 
United States suffer from this incurable 
condition. Causes vary from listening 
to loud music to exposure to military 
combat, explosions or machine noise. It 
is often, but not always, accompanied by 
hearing loss. 

I did none of those things and I have 
very little hearing loss. My tinnitus may 
have been caused by a viral infection 
accompanied by vertigo six years ago. The 
vertigo resolved but the tinnitus stayed. 
When you are first diagnosed with tinnitus, 
there is a panic reaction. You cannot wrap 
your mind around the fact that you may 
have this condition permanently. People 
spend money on various “cures.” Many 
offer no relief at all. 

But there are ways to cope. Stress is a 
big factor. The more you worry about it 
and talk about it, the louder it gets. The 
American Tinnitus Foundation promotes 
various methods that might work for 
some people including hearing aids, 
wearing earphones with masking sounds, 
TMJ treatment, stress reduction and 
habituation. 

Habituation and stress reduction are the 
best method I have found to manage my 
tinnitus. To oversimplify, it means staying 
calm and learning not to view the sound 
as a threat. In this way, it becomes part 
of your normal auditory sensations. Just 
like you don’t focus on the sound of your 
refrigerator, it becomes a non-threatening 
background noise. This, however, does 
not diminish the pain of those who have 
tinnitus so loud that they have a great 
deal of difficulty sleeping, listening to 
television, carrying on a conversation or 
living a normal life. 

COVID-19 vaccines 
don’t cause sudden 
hearing loss, study 
finds 
May 2021 Los Angeles Times

When you administer tens of millions of 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine, you’re bound 
to get reports of all kinds of side effects. 
That includes accounts of sudden hearing 
loss. Doctors at Johns Hopkins University 
treated some of the people whose hearing 
suffered in the wake of a COVID-19 shot, 
and it made them wonder whether the 
vaccine really could have been responsible. 
So they decided to investigate. 
Their verdict: The vaccine wasn’t to blame. 
The timing of the hearing loss was just 
a coincidence, according to a report 
published Thursday in the journal JAMA 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery. 

The condition in question is known as 
sudden sensorineural hearing loss, or 
SSNHL. The National Institute on Deafness 
and Other Communications Disorders 
describes it as “an unexplained, rapid loss 
of hearing either all at once or over a few 
days.” It typically affects just one ear — in 
particular, the sensory organs of the inner 
ear. In about half of cases, hearing returns 
on its own to some extent within a couple 
of weeks. 
The patients who came to Johns Hopkins 
had their sudden hearing loss confirmed 
with audiometric testing. All of them were 
affected in just one ear, and it occurred 
within 24 hours of getting a dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Flu shots were once blamed for cases of 
sudden hearing loss, but a 2016 study 
in the Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery journal was unable to detect a link 
between the condition and vaccines for 
influenza or anything else.

New Treatment 
Being Tested for 
Chronic Dizziness 
May 2021 Flagstaff Business News

Karon Lynn, Au.D
The Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine has begun research into a 
treatment that involves a modified cochlear 
implant. 

If you have ever had a bout of dizziness, 
you would empathise with an individual 
who experiences dizziness chronically. 
Most of us have had an episode of car 
sickness or sea sickness. Imagine being 
in that state all the time! It is one of the 
most debilitating symptoms a person can 
have. Their entire life is consumed by the 
sensation of vertigo and coping with the 
nausea and disorientation it causes.

Drugs to treat vertigo are designed to 

reduce the sensitivity of the balance 
organs and usually have the side effect 
of making the person groggy or sleepy. In 
some conditions, the drugs are not helpful 
at all. Chronic vertigo can be caused by 
many conditions, including circulation 
issues, low blood pressure, dysfunction 
of the inner ear (vestibular systems), 
medication side effects, trauma to the 
head or neck and viruses, which cause 
damage to the vestibular system. The 
vertigo may start out slowly and cause 
dizziness intermittently or suddenly begin 
and stay all day and never go away. 

One type of dizziness is called bilateral 
vestibular hypofunction, or BVH. Bilateral 
(both ears), vestibular (balance organ) 
hypofunction (the organs work but not 
correctly). It is estimated that about 1.8 
million people have this disorder. Because 
humans use multiple inputs to navigate 
the world, having one input disrupted 
is a tremendous disadvantage. People 
with BVH are at risk for falls and have to 
concentrate on their balance to walk, bend 
over, stand up and sit down during their 
daily activities. 

As a person moves, the brain receives 
information from a few different sensory 
systems such as vision, muscles and 
joints and, finally, sensations from the 
inner ear balance areas. People with 
BVH have difficulty keeping their eyes, 
head and body steady. Head movements 
make their vision jump and blur, which 
makes walking a challenge. It creates 
significant stress because the individual 
needs to concentrate to walk, and if 
they don’t, down they go. Because the 
current medicines cause a degree of 
sedation, people are encouraged to avoid 
driving, swimming and walking on uneven 
surfaces. People with BVH are 30 times 
more likely to suffer a fall than their peers. 

The Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine has begun research into 
a treatment that involves a modified 
cochlear implant. The multichannel 
vestibular implant (MVI) is designed to 
stimulate the balance nerve long-term, 
which makes it a 24-hour-per-day sensory 
restoration treatment. The implant 
electrode bypasses the malfunctioning 
area of the inner ear and stimulates the 
vestibular nerve in response to signals. 
The vestibular nerve is located very close 



to the hearing nerve; essentially, in the same area of the head. The implant is designed to help people with damage to the delicate 
anatomy that makes up the vestibular system. The inner ear has three tiny structures called semicircular canals that track the head’s 
rotation along three axes (imagine nodding, shaking your head and tipping your left or right eyebrow up). Fluid in these canals pushes 
on sensory hair cells that change the mechanical signal to an electrical one in order to send information up the vestibular nerve. This 
implant restores most of the ability to walk, move and turn the head without dizziness. It helps people with BHV orient themselves in 
space! 

This research group has implanted eight people. All of the candidates already had hearing loss in the ear that was implanted. Some of 
the recipients lost more hearing in the implanted ear after the surgery and some of them maintained the hearing they had prior to the 
surgery. With these successful results, we hope that the industry will be able to offer this procedure to more individuals in the next few 
years!

Hearing Connections 
Technology Update with Andrew Stewart

Roger Microphones
Background noise can be one of the biggest struggles to overcome 
with a hearing loss. To overcome  this, there are a range of roger 
microphones to help in a variety of situations. My favourite is the 
Roger Select, which helps at cafes and restaurants. The Roger Pen 
helps at parties, weddings, after church and at other standing 
events. The Roger Table Mic is great for meetings and large 
group discussions. Others include the Roger Clip-On Mic, Roger 
Touchscreen Mic and Roger Pass Around Mic. There are a range of 
receivers to use with the Roger system for hearing aids, cochlear 
implants or just on its own.

Sound Field Systems
Sound Field Systems are wonderful for school classrooms and 
educational environments. This system can link in with the Roger 
Microphones so that everyone can hear well without the teacher/
lecturer/trainer needing to strain their voice.

Wireless for Cochlear
Cochlear or GN resound brand users, can benefit from a range of 
wireless devices, including a TV streamer, a Phone Clip and the 
Mini-Mic for listening from a distance. These connect directly to 
the Cochlear brand processors N6 and N7

Hearing Loop Listener
If you don’t have a cochlear implant or hearing aid but would like 
to make the most of hearing loops provided in public spaces the 
Hearing Loop Listener will let you tune in to any hearing loop and 
listen using headphones. These are also important for any public 
spaces to have on hand to test their hearing loops with regularly.

Hearing Coaching

We provide individualised support for you, and your family, to 
develop skills and strategies to best manage your hearing ability. 
We look at different areas of your life and how to make the most 
of your hearing. Commonly this is provided in the home, or via 
Zoom, and is for all ages.

Hearing Connections was started by Andrew Stewart 
in 2018. Andrew is profoundly deaf and now wears two 
cochlear implants. Andrew started Hearing Connections 
after working with hearing loops and hearing 
augmentation for over 30 years. Hearing Connections 
offers a wide range of products and services aimed at 
improving the lives of people living with hearing loss in 
Australia.

If you have any questions about what might be right for 
you please email me at andrew@hearconnect.com.au 
with your enquiry and we can help you find and learn to 
use the technology that will work for you. You can also 
browse and purchase these items from our website 
www.hearconnect.com.au

Cochlear Implant Rehabilitation
The process or rehabilitating your hearing after a cochlear implant 
is tiring and requires support. We can help you with completing 
your weekly homework and with staying motivated through the 
tiring process.

Workplace Training
In all organisations some staff members can have difficulty 
adapting, or listening to the needs of someone with a hearing 
loss whether that be a colleague or a client. We can provide 
assessment, skills, and strategies for working with clients, staff 
and/or colleagues with hearing loss. Both individual and group 
sessions available.

Aged Care Training
With hearing loss being so common as we get older, those who 
work in aged care need a higher degree of understanding,  to work 
with clients with hearing loss. We teach these skills and strategies 
to interact with and support clients with treated, or untreated 
hearing loss. Both individual and group sessions available.

Hearing Loops and Hearing Augmentation (also known as 
FMs or infrared systems)
Hearing loops are the standard of access for those with hearing 
loss in Australia. When installed correctly by trained professionals, 
they provide a clear direct signal to the audio source for all users 
in the space. Hearing loops should be installed in all public spaces 
using sound systems, but they can also be used on the phone, or 
for connecting wirelessly to the TV.



Towradgi  Bowling club worked well after 
an hour in the wind.

Suzie, the present coordinator for 
Illawarra was fortunate to have a lovely 
second wedding on 17.4.2021.  This was 
a post Covid wedding as Suzie did have a 
Covid wedding on 18.4.20 when only five 
witnesses were allowed.  This year was 
the reception and the renewal of the vows 
to allow all Suzie’s and Rob’s family and 
friends to celebrate with them.  They then 
left for a 5 week belated holiday on 1/5 
which included: SA, NT, a house boat and 
the Ghan

For more information contact Sue Young 
- SMS 0403 508 730 

Email:  sby218@uowmail.edu.au

Support Groups 

Northern Rivers

The Northern Rivers Support Groups 
continue to meet on a regular basis.  For 
further information contact the group 
coordinator. 

Sheliya Van Buggenum 
sheliyavan@yahoo.com  or  
Phone or Text 0422 524 284 OR Phone 
Lismore SCIC Office on 1300 658 981

Taree-Port Macquarie

For information and details of the groups 
activities please contact: -
 
Robyn Herps 
robynherps@westnet.com.au  
Phone SMS 0428 688 612

Western Sydney

For details of this group contact:- 

Judy Tutty - Co-coordinator 
043 704 9452 preferably by SMS

Illawarra 
EVENTS for 2021

All events Sundays 10:30-2pm unless 
otherwise stated.

Sunday 8th August - Windang Foreshore 
Sunday 10th October - Towradgi Beach 
Park /Bowlo
Sunday 28th November - Elliot Park, 
Barrack Point ( early Xmas party) 

Windang: Foreshore Park, Fern St 
Windang. On Lake Illawarra in the hut 
near playground. Great area for fishing!  
The Windang Bowling Club has been 
booked  for 11.30 – a brief walk from from 
the foreshore.  
Towradgi Beach Park/Bowlo: meet next 
to the Towradgi Bowling Club.
Elliot Park: Little Lake, via Osborne Rd, 48 
Headland  Parade Warilla – northern side 
of Lake Illawarra.
 
The Illwarra group has had a number 
of get togethers so far this year, with all 
being very successful.  Due to possible 
inclement weather, for future gatherings, 
Suzie is planning to have “back up” warm 
venues and as a result future venues will 
have a nearby suitable club or café to go 
to for lunch.  The previous walk over to the 

Newcastle and Hunter Valley

Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of EVEN months.

For Information contact:-
Moira Havard - moirak@bigpond.com
Alison Gron  -  4926 8100 

Sydney Morning Herald 
Friday 21st May  2021

Billions of red-eyed cicadas, representing three different species, are emerging across a swath of US states, as far west as Illinois and as 
far south as Georgia.

After hanging out underground for 17 years, the new brood of periodical cicadas had officially popped up in people’s back gardens.

This year, the group of cicadas known as Brood X is expected to appear in the District of Columbia and at least parts of these 15 
states; Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia.

While statics on cicada tourism are allusive,  the 
phenomenon appears to be similar to eclipse 
tourIsm – an effort to travel into the path of a 
fleeting natural phenomenon

“I’m curious as to what the deal is with BroodX 
myself in terms of interest and popularity”  said 
Greg Holmes who is helping gather data.

An app called Cicada Safari allows cicada seekers 
to search for the bugs and post updates to a live 
map, while local businesses have launched cicada-
themed chocolate, tacos and even a beer tilted 
“BrewdX”

Washington Post TNS


